Draft Guidelines for Silviculture Project Notice of Commencement of Forestry Operations

The Occupational Health and Safety Regulation requires that employers notify the WCB in writing about the undertaking of certain projects. The Notice of Project form allows employers to notify the WCB that a project is to take place during a specified period of time.
The specific requirements and information provided, such as the notice period and location for each project type, are determined by the specific Regulation section.
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Part 26.4 Notice of Project 

(1) Before commencing a forestry operation, other than a silviculture operation that will last 5 working days or less at a workplace, notice of the operation must be sent to the nearest Board office in writing, or in another manner acceptable to the Board,

(a) by the employer, or 
(b) if the operation involves workers of more than one employer, or workers and independent operators, by the owner or the person engaged by the owner to be the prime contractor.

(2) The notice required under subsection (1) must identify the 

(a) location of the operation, 

(b) name of the owner or licensee of the trees, 

(c) name of the person conducting the operation, 

(d) type of work to be performed, 

(e) type of equipment to be used, and 

(f) procedures to be used if trees are to be harvested by commercial thinning, selective logging, individual tree selection or other similar methods.
The interpretative guidelines supporting Part 26 can be found at: 
http://regulation.healthandsafetycentre.org/s/GuidelinePart26.asp 
Definition of ‘workplace’
Section 106 of the Act defines "workplace" broadly. It states: "workplace" means any place where a worker is or is likely to be engaged in any work and includes any vessel, vehicle or mobile equipment used by a worker in work. In typical commercial or industrial operations, what constitutes the workplace is often self-evident, as the location is well defined. With respect to forestry operations, which involve a variety of activities undertaken by a range of contractors over a broad geographic area, identifying the workplace is less certain. Work locations may be undefined until the work is actually performed, and may be located anywhere within the licence area.
The BC Safe Silviculture Project Draft Guidelines for Notice of Project Information
The following information should be included in a notice of commencement of forestry operations
under the mandate of the Safe Silviculture Project:

Employer’s (contractor’s) company name:

Name of principal(s) (owner(s)) of firm: 

Employer’s (contractor’s) WCB firm number:

Employer’s address (where company records are kept):

Employer’s mailing address (if different from above):

Employer’s phone:

Employer’s fax:

Employers email:

Name of owner (licensee, license holder) for which operation is being performed:

Name of principal licensee contact administering forestry operation:

Owner contact phone number:

Owner contact fax number:

Owner contact email:

Owner address: 

General location of forestry operation:

Commencement date of forestry operation:

Location of work camp (if applicable):

Crew marshalling point if no work camp (ie motel, campground):

Employer on site operations supervisor name:

Supervisor on site phone (if applicable):

Other supervisory on-site coordinates:
Person completing this form:

Company position with dated signature:
Forestry operations activity (treeplanting, brushing, spacing etc.):

Number of workers on crew:

Estimated duration of forestry operation:

Estimated completion date:

Describe equipment to be used (shovels, chainsaws, brush saws etc.):

If forestry operation will require moving the work camp give subsequent work camp locations:
WCB Regional Offices

http://www.worksafebc.com/contact_us/regional_locations/default.asp
To contact the WCB regional office nearest your worksite: “ctrl + click” to follow the blue link.
Should it become necessary to speak directly with a contact person that can connect you with a Field

Officer for silviculture issues use the appended phone # and ask for the Duty Officer.

	Vancouver Island

Courtenay  -  250-334-8745
Nanaimo  -  250-751-8040
Victoria  -  250-881-3418
B.C. Interior

Kamloops  -  250-371-6003
Kelowna  -  250-717-4313
Nelson  -  250-352-2824
B.C. North

Prince George  -  250-561-3700
Terrace  -  250-615-6605

	Lower Mainland
Abbotsford  -  604-556-2060
Burnaby  -  604-276-3100
Coquitlam  -  604-276-3100
North Vancouver  -  604-276-3100
Surrey  -  604-276-3100
Vancouver  (Head Office)  -  604-276-3100 
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