Western Silvicultural Contractors’ Association

17 April 2007

Notice to silviculture contractors and silviculture contract administrators

RE: Best practices and safe operating procedures for 15-passenger vans in the silviculture workplace;

Background: Last month’s fatal collision in the Lower Mainland involving the transportation of agriculture workers has brought  attention to the use of 15-passenger vans in the silviculture sector. The WSCA has issued previous warnings to the industry regarding the vehicles’ tendency to steer poorly and their propensity to roll over in certain circumstances. The WSCA reminded employers of the need for special driver training and attention in operating these vehicles. The warnings were based on 15-passenger van research and two consumer advisories undertaken by the U.S. National Highway Transportation Safety Association (NHTSA) following a trend of tragic collisions; in particular the deaths of 13 contract American forestry workers in separate van accidents in the last five years. Seven Canadian tree planters died similarly in Alberta in the early 90s. Although 15-passengers aren’t the dominant means of transporting silviculture workers in B.C. the heightened risk they may represent to some crews warrants industry-wide attention.

Action: Based on NHTSA research the WSCA has adopted the following industry best practice for the safe operation of 15-passenger vans in silviculture operations. The WSCA recommends:

· 15-passenger vans should not be loaded with more than nine passengers including the driver;

· passengers should ride forward in front of the vehicle’s rear axle;

· 15-passenger vans should not tow trailers;

· roof cargo installations and other modifications to the vehicle’s design beyond the manufacturer’s specifications must be signed off by a professional engineer;

· drivers of 15-passenger vans should receive special training outlining the particular design  and handling characteristics of these vehicles that are of concern including describing driving practices to mitigate the potential hazards of operating these vehicles in the silviculture work place;

· managers should ensure rented vehicles come with appropriate tires for resource road use. 

· These best practice recommendations imply employers and employees meet existing regulatory and due diligence requirements for training, supervising and properly operating 15-passenger vans as they would any workplace vehicle. 

For more information on 15 passenger vans the WSCA recommends: 

http://nhtsa.gov/cars/problems/studies/15PassVans/15PassCustomerAdvisory.htm
As part of the BC SAFE Silviculture Project the WSCA is collaborating with the BC Forest Safety Council to design and deliver resource road driver training in the future. This will include a section on operating 15-passenger vans. Pilot training courses for resource road driving are planned for the fall of this year.
