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Number of Contractors (1999-2009) 

Source: WorkSafeBC 
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Assessable Payroll (1999-2010) 

Source: WorkSafeBC 
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Trees Planted in British Columbia (2001-2011): SPAR data 

Source: Ministry of Forest, Lands, and Natural Resources 
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BCTS = BC Timber Sales 
Industry = Licensee funded program 

FFT = Forest for Tomorrow 
FIA = Forest Investment Account 
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Trees Planted in British Columbia (2001-2009): RESULTS data 

Source: Ministry of Forest, Lands, and Natural Resources 
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*See NOTE by compiler at the end of this document. 
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Density of Tree Planting in British Columbia (2001-2009): RESULTS data 

Source: Ministry of Forest, Lands, and Natural Resources 
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Harvesting & Sowing (2005-2009) 

Source: Ministry of Forest, Lands, and Natural Resources; Harvest Billing System 
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Nursery Sowing & Tree Planting Forecasts (2012) 

Source: Pacific Phytometric and Ministry 

 

0

50

100

150

200

250

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 forecast

#
 t
re

e
s
 (

*1
,0

0
0

,0
0

0
)

Nursery Sowing by Season of Plant
1+0 SU/FA

1+0 SP/WI

2+0 SU/FA

2+0 SP

0

50

100

150

200

250

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 forecast

#
 t
re

e
s
 (

*1
,0

0
0

,0
0

0
)

Planting Forecast



 

Compiled for Annual Report on the State of B.C. Silviculture Sector, 2011 page 14 

 

 

100

150

200

250

300

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 forecast

#
 t
re

e
s 

(*
1

,0
0

0
,0

0
0

)

Nursery Sowing by Season of Plant

100

150

200

250

300

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 forecast

#
 t
re

e
s 

(*
1

,0
0

0
,0

0
0

)

Planting Forecast

100

150

200

250

300

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 forecast

#
 t
re

e
s 

(*
1

,0
0

0
,0

0
0

)

Sowing & Planting Forecast

nursery sowing by season of plant
planting forecast



 

Compiled for Annual Report on the State of B.C. Silviculture Sector, 2011 page 15 

 

 

 

74,692.4 105,492.5 17,688.5
0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

Northern Interior Southern Interior Coast

#
 s

e
e
d

lin
g
s 

(*
1

0
0

0
)

BC Sowing Requests for 2012 (as of August 2011)

74,692.4 105,492.5 17,688.5

22,575

10,156

7,269

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000

Northern Interior Southern Interior Coast

#
 t
re

e
s 

(*
1

0
0

0
)

BC Planting Forecast for 2012
including summer/fall projections

based on average summer/fall planting 2010-2011 



 

Compiled for Annual Report on the State of B.C. Silviculture Sector, 2011 page 16 

 

 

 

85,027.2 94,265.4 20,655.797,267 115,649 24,957
0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000

Northern Interior Southern Interior Coast

#
 t
re

e
s 

(*
1

0
0

0
)

Number of Trees Planted in BC
in 2011 (actual) and 2012 (forecast)

2011 planting

2012 forecast

14.4% 22.7% 20.8%
0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

Northern Interior Southern Interior Coastp
e

rc
e

n
t 
c
h

a
n

g
e

 i
n

 #
 t

re
e
s 

fr
o

m
 p

re
vi

o
u

s 
ye

a
r

Percent Change in Number of Trees Planted
in 2012 (forecast) versus 2011 (actual)



 

Compiled for Annual Report on the State of B.C. Silviculture Sector, 2011 page 17 

 

Worker Demographics (2004, 2006) 

Source: Jordan Tesluk Report, 2006, WSCA 
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Worker Demographics (1996, 2001, 2006) 

Source: Statistics Canada  
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Worker Safety: Claims Made (2005-2009) 

Source: Business Information & Analysis. Where the graphs indicate, the number of claims is 

normalized by the number of workers in each age group (extrapolated from the data for 

1996, 2001, and 2005 reported by Statistics Canada). 
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Consumer Price Index (2001-2010) 

Source: Statistics Canada 
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Tree Planting Wage Rates (2001-2010) 

Source: calculated based on the number of trees planted (as reported by the Ministry of 

Forest, Lands, and Natural Resources) and the assessable payroll (as reported by 

WorkSafeBC); effect of inflation established based on CPI (as reported by Statistics Canada). 
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Demographics & Wage Rates in Competing Sectors (1996-2006) 

Source: Statistics Canada 
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NOTE: THE INFORMATION GAP WIDENED 

The graph on page 9 shows the discrepancy between SPAR and RESULTS reports of the 

number of trees planted in BC over the past 10 years. This kind of inconsistency in the data 

seems to be typical for the industry. It is present at virtually every level of data reporting. A 

few more examples are listed below: 

Â The graphs on pages 2 and 3 of this document ς showing the number of contractors 

and the assessable payroll ς use data by WorkSafeBC for the following periods: 1999-

2003, 2002-2006, and 2005-2009. The three reports have overlapping years. Wherever 

there was an overlap, the numbers reported in the documents were inconsistent with 

each other.  For example, for 2006, one document reported the assessable payroll for 

brushing & weeding to be $22,547,567, while another document reported it to be 

$19,872,387. No two numbers across documents were identical (as they should have 

been). 
 

Â There were at least three separate RESULTS reports of the number of trees planted 

between 2001 and 2009. The numbers were again different across documents. For 

example, for 2007, one report indicated that 209,717,000 trees were planted in BC; 

another said 234, 434,000; and yet another said 235,434,000. 
 

Â In comparing the annual amount of wood harvested and trees planted (or seedlings 

sown), one can look at (at least) three separate sets of data: the harvested area vs. the 

planted area in ha per year (RESULTS data), the billed volume for harvest (HBS data), 

and the seedlings sown.(SPAR data). The graphs on pages 11-12 of this document 

show the relationship between harvesting and planting/sowing for 2005-2009 using 

these different sets of data. The trends that arise in these three graphs are strikingly 

different: 

o Based on the ratio between area harvested and area planted (RESULTS), it 

appears that prior to 2007 all BC regions were harvested more than they were 

planted; but since then the ratio has reversed for all regions. According to this 

data, the Coast has been the most planted (compared to how much it has been 

harvested). 
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o Based on the ratio between area harvested (RESULTS) and seedlings sown 

(SPAR), it appears that all regions were harvested less than they were sown for 

the entire period 2005-2009 (assuming 1000 seeds sown equivalent to 1 ha 

harvested). According to this data, the Northern Interior has been the most 

sown (compared to how much it has been harvested). 

o Based on the ratio between volume billed (HBS) and seedlings sown (SPAR), it 

appears that on average BC was about equally harvested and sown in 2005-

2009 (again, assuming 1000 seeds sown equivalent to 1 ha harvested, which is 

about 1/300 of a cubic meter billed volume). According to this data, the Coast 

has been by far the least sown (compared to how much it has been harvested). 

o It is impossible to make any valid conclusions given that the data is so diverse. 
 

Â In establishing the worker demographics in Silviculture and Forestry in BC, we came 

upon two sets of data: one based on a survey by Jordan Tesluk; the other coming from 

Statistics Canada. The data is presented on pages 15-16 of this report. The distribution 

of workers over the various age groups is very different in these two data sets. For 

example, according to ¢ŜǎƭǳƪΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ нллс ǿŀǎ 25.7, 

whereas according to Statistics Canada, the average age for that year was 34.2 (a 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ уΦр ȅŜŀǊǎύΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ¢ŜǎƭǳƪΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ decrease ƛƴ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ŀƎŜ 

from 2004 to 2006, whereas Statistics Canada shows an increase in age from 1996 to 

2001 to 2006. 
 

Â Discrepancy in the age frequency distribution of workers has further implications when 
looking at worker safety data. The data is reported in terms of number of claims made 
for a specific age group, but these numbers are meaningless unless it is also known 
how many workers belong to each age group. After normalizing the number of claims 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ¢ŜǎƭǳƪΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǾǎΦ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
pictures arise (see page 21 of this report). 
 

In summary, there are notable, often vast, discrepancies in the data reported in different 

documents. This is the case not only when these documents come from different sources, but 

even when they come from the same source. This fact greatly undermines the reliability of 

the data and any conclusions one may want to draw from it. 

Katia Dilkina, Ph.D. 


